
Required Aircraft Documents:  ARROW 
Required documents that must be carried on board any aircraft are remembered using the acronym 
ARROW 

• Airworthiness certificate  FAR 91.203 
• Registration certificate FAR 91.203 
• Radio station license (international flights only)  https://www.fcc.gov/aircraft-stations 
• Operating Limitations  
• Weight and Balance information  

Airworthiness Certificate 
The AC is usually good for the life of the aircraft, but is reissued if the N-number is changed.  

Below is a “Standard Airworthiness Certificate.” 

 

Many privately owned, imported gliders are “experimental” and their airworthiness certificate looks 
different. While experimental category aircraft may not be used for hire, sometimes less expensive 
equipment and maintenance procedures may be used.  See FAR § 91.319 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/14/91.203
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/14/91.203


 

 

Registration Certificate 
The registration, similar to an automobile registration, ties the owner to the aircraft with the FAA. As of 
January 23, 2023, registration certificates must be renewed every seven years. (Prior to that date they 
expired three years) 

 



Radio Station License 
As of October 1996, aircraft operating within the USA, do not need a radio station license  to operate a 
two-way VHF radio, radar, or emergency locator transmitter (ELT) aboard aircraft operating 
domestically. However, if landing in a foreign country or communicating via radio with foreign stations, 
a license is required. A fleet license is often granted when multiple aircraft are operated by the same 
owner.  

Operating Limitations 
Operating limitations may be expressed in a readily available Pilots Operating Hanbook (POH) and or 
placards and markings (such as airspeed indicator markings). The  rules are more specific for airplanes 
and rotorcraft than gliders.  Here, airspeed limitations for a 2-33A are provided on a placard on the 
instrument panel.  

 

Weight and Balance Information 
Weight and balance information is required on placards as prescribed in the aircraft’s manual.  

Here are sample placards from a 2-33 showing allowable occupant weights with and without a fixed 
ballast weight. This includes the limitation that solo flight my only be done from the front seat.  



 

 

 

(“SAC” refers to Schweizer Aircraft Corporation) 
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